
 
 
 
 
  

November   2011  

Volume 52, Issue 11  

THE EPISTLE 
The Newsletter of St. Paul Presbyterian Church 
6426 Merle Hay Road - PO Box 158 - Johnston, IA 50131-0158 

Telephone: (515) 276-2818 FAX: (515) 276-9089 
www.stpaul-johnston.com 

 

Pastor John Gilmore 
jwgilmore@mchsi.com  
 
Robyn Mills  
(Office Coordinator) 
stpaulpres@mchsi.com 
 
Megan Stange 
(Youth Coordinator) 
stpaulyouth@mchsi.com 
 
Nathan Green 
(Choir Director) 
� ��������	
������
����	����
 
Shelley Dreibelbeis 
(Epistle editor) 
spepistle@mchsi.com  
 
Candace Goff 
(organist) 
 
Mary Zirkelbach  
(Website editor) 
m.zirkelbach@mchsi.com 
 
Website 
www.stpaul-johnston.com 
 

 

From Pastor John 
Thanksgiving! 

                                                        
In the days when many towns and villages had street vendors, a story is told of one 
such peddler who pushed his cart of fresh fruits and vegetables through the streets all 
day long.  And on his cart next to the metal cash box, was a small notebook.  It so 
happened that one day he dropped his notebook while waiting customers.  Later that 
afternoon, the notebook was found by two young girls who were playing outside.  
Thinking they had discovered something quite valuable, they read quickly through the 
book.  It was not at all what they had expected.  For page after page contained nothing 
but short sentences like:  “Ask Mrs.  M about her husband,”  “Deliver some fresh 
carrots to Mr. Clark,” “Check with Doc Andrews,” and “See if the Children’s Home 
needs anything.”  But the most puzzling sentence of all was found on the first page of 
the peddler’s notebook:  “We do what we do because God has given so much to 
us.”  
     
We are told often how important it is for us to show concern and love for our neighbors.  
And in the present economy, the tendency is to simply ignore the needs of others, and 
focus on our own, even as we are reminded again and again how crucial it is for us to 
do good things for others.  We do that because our concern and love for those in need 
comes from the wrong motives.  As Christians our compassionate love for others 
emerges out of gratitude for God’s actions toward us and within us, in what God has 
done for us in Jesus Christ. To me, this story illustrates  the theme found in scripture:  
Psalm 105 vs. 1, “O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds 
among the peoples.  Vs. 2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful 
works.”   Or note Psalm 106 vs.1 “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his 
steadfast love endures forever.”   
    
The poem by  Leo Dorsey, a third generation Canadian, and descendent of an 
American slave who sought freedom in Canada in the mid-nineteenth century  via the 
“Underground Railway”, speaks directly of that:  
  
            To live is not to merely  breathe, exist,    
 To tread the path that leads from here to yon; 
 To laugh or sulk behind a veil or mist, 
 Retire at twilight, rise again at dawn. 
 
 To live, the soul must feel emotions rise, 
 Desire to smile away a brother’s tears’ 
 Behold the beauty, which in friendship lies, 
 Let love and meekness guide it through the years.  
 To thankfully receive and freely give,  
                 That is to live!  
*Leo Dorsey, Stair Building (published by the author 1943) 
 
In Gratitude, 
Pastor John 
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  STEWARDSHIP ROAD – PLEDGING, TIME, AND TALENTS 
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                By Dean Nihart 
 
I urge and encourage you to attend Stewardship Sunday on November 13th.  We will be asking for you to 
turn in your pledge cards that morning during our service and we will be celebrating our giving ways, with 
a potluck luncheon to follow.  Who knows, I may even have a story  or a joke to tell….. 
 
Have you reviewed your current “step” in the “Grow One Step” report?  If everyone would prayerfully 
consider moving up a step on this chart, it would do wonderful things for St. Paul today and tomorrow! 
 
Our pledge income for September was very low.  This can be a time of year situation, but in case you 
pledged and cannot recall where you are related to your pledge, be sure to talk to Jean Gilbert.  We hope 
to catch up in the coming months and would appreciate your help. 
 
One idea I received was to  have people consider setting up your checking accounts to automatically 
make payments to St. Paul each month.  If you think this is something you’d like to pursue, contact your 
bank and/or Robyn for assistance. 
 
Stewardship, as we have reviewed, is about more than money and pledges.  It is also about Time and 
Talents.  You will be receiving a questionnaire in the not too distant future, asking you for opinions and 
areas that you might like to consider helping out.  Please take your time to fill this out.   We are always 
looking for new ideas and constructive criticisms and input.   It will help us as we look to the future at St. 
Paul!   
 
As the Stewardship chair, I can’t thank you all enough for everything you do to make our church special.  
We have so many that give so much, in terms of their time, their skills, their money and most importantly 
their hearts!  Thank you for thinking of St. Paul and most assuredly, for  thinking of what Jesus has asked 
of us.  St. Paul can  not only help  those who come into our doors, but also reach out into the community 
because of our generous congregation!  And though we face economic challenges,  a change of Pastor 
and difficult real life situations, I believe, if we all think about taking that extra ‘step’, we can continue to 
move forward together and face these challenges, with God’s help. 
 
 From Your Editor …  

 
I have been the editor of this newsletter for a few years now.  It has been fun and very interesting 
but I think it is time to pass the privilege onto someone new.  Contact me at spepistle@mchsi.com 
if you are interested or would like further information.     Shelley�
 

Church Funnies 
 

Ms. Terri asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their favorite Bible stories.  
She was puzzled by Kyle's picture, which showed four people on an airplane,  
So she asked him which story it was meant to represent.  
"The Flight to Egypt ," was his reply.  
Pointing at each figure, Ms. Terri said,  
"That must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus.  
But who's the fourth person?"  
"Oh, that's Pontius - the pilot!"  
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Discernment Sunday —What’s Everybody Talking About?  
 
 
Discernment Sunday was held on October 23rd and was a big success!  We had ten groups that 
provided great feedback in response to our discussion questions about where we are as a church, 
where God wants us to be in the future and what we should look for in our new Pastor who will help 
lead us there.  Thank you to everyone who participated! 
It’s not too late to get involved.  A makeup session will be held after church on Sunday, November 6th , 
for those who were unable to attend Discernment Sunday.  In addition, if you are unable to attend the 
makeup session, or if you are more comfortable giving your feedback outside a group setting, please 
mail or email your thoughts to the below questions to the church office. 
 
Small Group Discussion Questions (for Oct. 23 servi ce) 
 
I. Who were we? Reflecting on your time at the church, try to remember when you felt most excited 
and engaged in church life. (e.g., What was happening? Who else was involved? What made this time 
so memorable for you? Talk about how you felt.) 
 
II. Who are we now? 
A. What programs/areas of church life are calling cards for our church? 
B. What do you value most about the church? (e.g., What first attracted you to the church? What 
inspired you to join? What would you tell your friends about the church? What activities, programs, or 
aspects of the church are most important to you?) 
C. What sets our church apart from other churches? What are our gifts, skills, strengths, or 
weaknesses that help/hinder the fulfillment of our ministry? 
D. Why do people join our church (or not)? Why do they stay (or leave)? 
E. What issues of faith are engaging or inspiring our congregation? 
F. How would you describe the spirit or culture of our church? What biblical or spiritual beliefs are 
reflected in our congregation and/or ministry? 
 
III. Where does God want us to be ? 
A. What are your dreams for the church? (e.g., What would make this a more dynamic church? What 
should our top priority be for the next five years?) 
B. What do you see as areas of growth and challenge in the next few years? 
C. Which programs/areas need to be ended or added? 
D. Who is our target audience? Who is our ideal new member? 
E. What do you see as the role of the pastor? How should he/she divide time among such things as 
worship, teaching, pastoral care, administration, and church growth? What skills, characteristics, or 
qualifications should he/she possess? 
 
Thank you again for your participation! 
 
Submitted by the Discernment Committee (John Temple, Cathy Engstrom, and Loren Van Essen). 
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  Birthdays 
 
 

  2 Lynn Johnson 
  4 Jon Stafford 
  5 Terry Garland 
  5 Patti Schroeder 
  7 Eric Dreibelbeis 
  8 Jon Foley 
12 Maynard Jayne 
14 Abbi Schutte 
16 Josh Hansen 
18 Gary Freese 
19 Mary Kate Price 
19 Adam Fausch 
19 Mark Watkins 
21 Cody Garland 
25 Richard Franklin 
26 Dan Larson 
26 Ben Wilson 
 
 

 

November 7  Book Club (7:30)   
The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls and we will meet  at Lois Kiester’    
 

November 13  Stewardship Sunday and Potluck 
 
November 23 -  Hanging of the Greens (10 am) 

   Coffee Hosts and Greeters 
 
  November   6  –  Birt Family 
 

  November 13  –  Stewardship Potluck 
 

  November 20  –  Gary and Diana Wheeler 
 

  November 27  –  Pauline Chambers 
 

 

 

 

 

Van Drivers 
 
  November   6  –  Brian 
 

  November 13  –  Steve 
 

  November 20  –  Mike 
 

  November 27  –  Robert  

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
Women’s Retreat in Newton on November 4 and 5.   Co ntact Sue Van Essen  for 
more information and brochures.   
 

  November Worship Schedule  from  Pastor John 
 
During the Sundays of November our worship will center on the 
theme of gratitude, thanksgiving.  Come and lift your praise to the 
Lord!  Psalm 105 vs. 3 “Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of 
those who seek the Lord rejoice.” 
 
November   6      All Saints Sunday, Celebration of Holy Communion 
November 13      Consecration Sunday 
November 20      Celebration of Holy Baptism  
November 27      1st Sunday in Advent 
  

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
 

 
December 11 – Children’s Christmas Program/Cookie W alk 
 
December 18 – Bells and Choir Christmas Program 
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Just wanted to give everyone an update on CHAOS activities!  What a wonderful group of kids we 
have this year…we are so excited to have such a curious and active group to share our 
Wednesday nights with!!  Lessons have included knowing God as the Father and as the holy 
spirit…the trinity is often difficult to comprehend and the group understood it better through the 
analogy of water…water can be in three different forms:  liquid, mist, and ice.  In the same way, 
God can be in three different forms:  God the Father, son,  and the holy spirit and still be the same 
thing.   
A couple of the group walked with several adults in the Hunger  Hike on October 9th and we raised 
over $300 to fight hunger in Des Moines.  Great Job, Ben and Jacob!!  The Hay Ride and Corn 
Maze was really fun and I think the kids enjoyed the maze in the dark!! 
 
We have a very active November coming up and we wanted to give you an update on our activities 
as it has changed a little: 
 

·  Wednesday, November 2nd ���As many of you know, the Food Pantry and Clothing Closet 
has a new home…about a block from St. Paul.  Shawna Beron from the Food Pantry has 
asked our help to move the clothing from the basement of the Polk County Bank to their new 
location and help to organize the many boxes of clothes.  We will meet Shawna at 6:45 at 
Polk County Bank, help load and drive to the new location to help unload and sort…we will 
be back at the church at 8:00 PM for pick up.   

·  Wednesday, November 16 th - CHAOS will travel to Amanda the Panda headquarters and 
wrap gifts for grieving families.  We will leave the church with the high school at 6:30 and 
return at 8:15 PM. 

·  Wednesday, November 23rd  – NO SCHOOL!  Hanging of the Greens(decorating the 
church for Christmas) at St. Paul at 10:00 AM…pizza party following. 

·  Wednesday, November 30 th  – Movie Night with the St. Paul High School (Robyn is helping 
with the HS Madrigal dinner.) 

·  December 7 th – CHAOS Christmas Party and Christmas Program Practice. 
·  Saturday, December 10 th, Christmas Program Practice  
·  Sunday, December 11 th – Christmas Program, 10:15 service and High School and CHAOS 

Cookie Walk following.   
·  December 14 th – Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
·  Tuesday, December 27 th – CHAOS Lock-in at the church!!! 

 
If you have any questions concerning the schedule or our programming, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  We are so blessed to work with your kids and we want to make sure that we all have a 
meaningful and successful faith journey.�
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Annie – 270-1871 
Robyn – 276-2818 
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Become a Choir Member or Bellmeister 
 
My name is Matthew Stange.  I’m a member of the St. Paul Adult Choir and the bell choir, called the 
Bellmeisters.   I actually have very little musical talent.  I cannot read music and I’m definitely not 
good as a soloist.  Despite my general lack of talent in music, I enjoy being a member of both 
choirs. 
We’re two generally laid-back yet hard-working groups that share one thing in common: a desire to 
spread the joy of Jesus Christ through music.  Talent level in either group doesn’t really matter.  As 
long as you want to sing and can come to practice, you’re welcome to join us.  We are all more than 
willing to help anyone learn a song, and it’s fun! 
We meet almost every Wednesday evening after LOGOS.  The Bellmeisters practice at 7 and the 
Adult Choir meets at 8.  This year, I started helping with dishes for Logos meals, so I get a free meal 
before as well!   
 

THANK YOU'S 
  
*  If you get a chance, be sure to say thank you to Mike and Matthew Stange.  They keep our church 
service running smoothly behind the scenes.  From the microphone management to the sound 
system to the visuals on the screen, they do so much to make our Sunday's better.  Thanks guys for 
your commitment to St. Paul.  (and to Whitey and Lisa and Megan too, for their help, as we know it 
can be a family affair!) 
  
*  How about a big Thank You to Shelley Dreibelbeis!!!  She is the Editor of the Epistle and does a 
phenomonal job!  If you are not reading this, you should be! 
  
*  There are so many who do so much at St. Paul that often goes unnoticed.   While this isn't 
intended to point out everyone, just be sure to pat yourself on the back for a job well done! 
  
*  Finally, THANK YOU to all who have come before us at St. Paul.  When you look around and see 
what a beautiful and magnificent physical facility we have, you know it has taken sacrifices from 
many, many people to provide all of us that currently belong to St. Paul, such a wonderful place to 
worship.  For your pledges, your hard work and your vision,   thank you.  Hopefully all of us that 
belong here now will remember to keep on giving to provide a vibrant and beautiful church to future 
generations, in God's Holy name.   

A Church Funny 
 
A little girl was sitting on her grandfather's lap as he read her a bedtime story.  
From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek.  
She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again.  
Finally she spoke up, "Grandpa, did God make you?"  
"Yes, sweetheart," he answered, "God made me a long time ago."  
"Oh," she paused, "Grandpa, did God make me too?"  
"Yes, indeed, honey," he said, "God made you just a little while ago."  
Feeling their respective faces again, she observed,  
"God's getting better at it, isn't he ?"  
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20+ Ideas for Building Sticky Faith in Your Grandki ds  

(From Fuller Youth Institute. Go to stickyfaith.org for more ideas.)                                                  From Megan Stange 

If you’re a senior adult who doesn’t have grandkids , or whose grandkids live far away, which of these ideas 
could you implement with kids in your church or nei ghborhood as a grandparent-figure in their lives?  
 
 

�  Take a few hours to teach your grandchildren about being “mindful”.  As you eat together, talk about 
where the food comes from and who was involved with growing and transporting the items.  Take a 
walk in your neighborhood together, making an effort to be mindful of what you see, hear, and 
smell.  As you are struck by something beautiful, thank God for it. 

�  Start a summer book club with your grandkids.  Have them keep a list of books that they’ve read (or 
that someone has read to them) and after they reach a certain goal, reward them with a small prize, 
activity, or special outing.  Or perhaps you and your grandchild agree to read the same book on your 
own, then get together to discuss it over a treat. 

�  Invite your grandchildren for individual “sleepovers” at your house.  While they are over, do some of 
their favorite activities together.  

�  Pray with your grandkids.  As you pray, thank God for the special qualities he has given them.  
�  Create a drama of a Bible story with your grandkids. 
�  Have a talent show together.  Adults and children can participate. No act is too small! 
�  Teach your grandchild a new skill or one of your favorite hobbies, e.g. fishing, skiing, bicycling, 

jewelry making. 
�  Let your grandchild teach you a new skill or share a hobby with you. 
�  Take your grandchildren to a live butterfly exhibit and talk about the wonder of God’s creation, the 

life cycle of the butterfly, and if possible, let them see one emerge from a chrysalis. 
�  Purchase or create a craft or science project that you can do with your grandchild. 
�  Enter a race and run/swim/ride or walk it with your grandchild. 
�  Talk with your grandchild about a family tradition that you enjoyed with your own grandparents 

and/or parents, and have passed along to your children. Then continue that tradition with your 
grandchild.  Examples could include seeing fireworks together or going to a parade, having 
campfires and roasting marshmallows on the beach, seeing the Nutcracker ballet or making tamales 
during the Christmas season, or riding bikes to a favorite ice cream place.  

�  Bring out photo albums and talk about when your grandchild was born, how you prayed for them 
even before they were born, how excited you were to first hold him or her, and how blessed you feel 
that they are now part of your family. 

�  Serve together at a local ministry. 
�  Feed folks who are homeless together. 
�  Play games with your grandchildren. 
�  Teach them to sing and enjoy singing with them.  In the car, play a singing game by having each 

person take a turn humming a tune of a song you all know. The one who guesses gets to hum the 
next song. 

�  Plant a plant or tree with your grandchild.  Commemorate occasions (whether they be celebrations 
or challenging times) by planting special trees or plants.  Seeing those plants together in the future 
gives you a chance to share about God’s presence in the “highs” and “lows” of life. 

�  Watch value-laden films together, ranging from Veggie Tales for younger children to movies geared 
for adolescents or young adults. Take time afterward to talk about them together. 

�  Cook with your grandchildren.  Play loud music and sing and cook (and sometimes dance) together. 
�  Build something with your grandchildren.  
�  Share times when you have blown it, or disobeyed what you sensed God was telling you to do.  Let 

them know how glad you are that Jesus is bigger than any mistakes.  
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HUNGER HIKE 

LOGOS HAY  
RACK RIDE 

 


